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..., PROTESTS MADE AGAINST THE NEW CHAR1

Bitter Denunciation of the Greater New York
Constitution at a Hearing Be-
fore Mayor Strong.

Golonel Rogers Predicts Dire Results.

Mayor
His

LISTENS

-Worse

zens Be Given Time
to Think It OVt?r.

Scored.
IN SILENCE.

Say Iti Much

No Charter.

SAY “DO NOT SIGN IT.”
Demand That

Hears
Work

Than

Citi-

hours yesterdny aftermoon to n bit-
ter nrrithanthent of the Gregter New
York charter. Men leirndd o the lnw—

‘yeterans llke Wheeler . Pecklinm, Horatpe

| B. Deiipg, exJuded fenry B, Howlind,

Simon Sterne anid others enually eminent—
Hfted up their volees in warning snid en-
treaty thot he sbouid withhold ks approval
from the fnstroment be himsedf b balped
o frome.

They, realled. the charter “erado!” *yi-

(!Eons,"_ Yolmmey't Midnagorous” and ‘il
dges sl ¢ - wrden  of cthoelr pxhorin-'
as, IO ol eharter at alll At s

ree- iian no ehireter! Do not slgn 1t
- Mayor! At lenst glve the eltizens thoe
think 1t over!™
‘hat, above all, was the argument with
teh the Mayor was essalled.  *“Tet there
timo for conslderation,”! was the text
nenrly every speech.  *“There 1z no hurey
out thls consollibation. Lt sueh ln-
rtant thinks be done decently and In or-
,r.n
Masor Stropg has the gift of not exhibit-
§ his emotions. He sat with bis fingers
pporting his left cheelt, nnd falled to Jook
ther excited or apathetle, antagonistle or
mplalshnt, stubborn or vacllating, sor-
erisdd or toved. His own position was a
pecullantone. Some of the gponkers called
it o delleate one.  Af o member of the
Greater New York Commlssion he was one
of the sponsors of the charter. Yet here
wore geores 6f men whom he réspected,

representing organlzations of fuflyence und

repute, wrestling with bim in thelr anxiety

the work of his colleagues and himself.
Eloguenee of Mr., Deming:

Of the spenkers none produced a more
vivid effact thon Horace B, Deming. His
sentenced wore ids swift and keen us so
many thrustz with a rapler, His talk was
to Willlam L. Strong, the man as well as
the Maryor. “You are thls citv's'sole safe-
guard!” he, exelaimed, polhting his finger
at the Mayor, with the air of o prophet
exhorting n kihg. And again, "“Are we

AYOR STRRONG Ustened for thrt.91 that he should exhibit bis dlsapproval of | Chamber of Commerce; M. R. Leverson aud |

Willlam B. Hornblower, Reform Club; Dr.
Thomas B, Satterthwalre, Academy of Mad-
felne; W. B, Rogers, Union Lengue Clubj
Jefferson M. Levy, Board of Trade and
Transportation; John P, Leo, Bulders

League of Herigm, and Josinh C. Pumpelly,
City Improvement Soclety; Corporntion
Cotnsel Seott, James L. Wells, Tox Com-
wissloner, Safnue] MeMilian, President of
the Park Bonrd, and John G. Parsons, who
Lad been elected chalrman of the commit-

Orgtans, to have any kind of government | tee.

thrust wpon us by the "oneoart of certain- | Colorel Warlng and Prosidenc Terolpmnn, |

powers?” Leud was the applause that
broke forth when Mr. Deming sat down,
after exelalmlog: “Let ug not bo lke dumb
cattle, driven loto a sluughter pen!'

IL was Iln some respects oné of the most
remarkable demonstrations known 1o the
munlelpal history of New York, The Alder-
manle Chamber was crowded with the ene-
niles of the proposed charter. If it had any
fricnds present they®dld not betray thelr
presence. The applouse of those In the pub-
lle seats wns heard when the most teliing
points were made by the opposition, and
espeelnlly  when veiled refercaces were
made to Mr. Platt by the use of such ex-
pressions as “One man power."

Tuslde the ralling was a formldable ar-
riiy of talent representing the Bar Associa-
tlon, together with men eminent in other
wiilks of llfe, Of the committes appointed
by the Clty Club fo urge the Mayor not to
slgn the charter, there were present:

Alfrad 1. Marling, Renl Hstate Bxehange;
George 1, Rives, Bar Asgociation; J. Nobie
Huyes, Clty Club; Charles Stewart Smith,

3ARKER DECRIES THE NEW CHARTER.

sidmt of the Tax Department Doesn’t Think the Sen-
timental Value of Greater New York Worth
the Added Expense.

semldent Boarker, of the Tax De partment,

to Mayor Strong: “The

lmparrunt question 4lfecting the Greater Clty of New *¥ork 15 thap of taxation,
6 of this the ponsolldatlon of the terrltory in question with the presant clty of New
i purely seutlment, god oviginated in the minds of & few enthusinstle citizens
dr earnest desire to layve the city of New York show n population far in excess of

eaent figure,

€ this consolidation produced such an effect, without Impesing upon the people
Ie city a burden which they would find difflcult to bear, then no objectlon conld
Leen®found to the scheme. When the eommisglon was appointed to draft the
¢ for the new cify and the borough system was suggested as the proper one to
ind overcome the obiections of taxpayers, it was generally belleved thut such
#luslon had been renchod and opppsition to the scheme gradually weakened.

fie draft of the proposed ehinrter, however, so far as completed, clearly Indicntes
he objections of the taxpayers of this city hnve not been met and overcome, and
ls every renson to believe that If the present proposed charter ia adhered to they
ot be ¢vercome, nnd this city will be called upon to shoulder as Its proportion
whion a lnrge pereertage of that whlch at present Is levled upon the terrltor;r
It Is proposed to Melude In the new elty.

g borongh system, s0 far as It applles to taxation, Includes only sssessments
‘or loctl Improvements, and will not inclnde the genernl texation made for the

» of mectlng the expenses of the elty government.

This it ta proposed to col-

ta general taxatlon of all the territory, with a single tax rate applieablsa to
svery part of It, the spme as Is now dona throughout the twenty.fonr wards
ity of New York, while In Kings Qounty (Brooklyn) @ separate riite I8 had for

241 N

the tax rates at present In Kings and Queens countles are much higher than

vltv of New York, the proporilon which the new  territory will

be ecalled

» bepr will be much less than it Is at present, while the present elty of New

Ul Le allotted a lurgely Increased rate,

It 1s questionable whether the tax-

(of tirls olty, with a full knowle:lge of the real facty staring them- in the
prephred for a n'nmber of yenrs to come to pat thelr hands deep Into thelr
ad  pay 6ut money for the ewpty honor of delng a resident of what will

the Gredter New York.

7]

proposad system of taxation 18 clearly n rank Injustice to this clty.‘umi it is
iwehensible inasmuch as 0 system might have been devised which would

ented the taxpayers of this olty from uninst burdens.

The proposed borough

gu therefore, be u fallure, go far as taxation Is converncd. It Is questionable

I even deslrable, In any event, and It I probable, wien properdy under-
7 he vitizens of this efty, that it will meet with almost universal opposition.

‘0 of members: of the borough. the establlshmr “t of borough houw

s and wlerks amil gas bills nnd miscellaneo
vom central poluts of sed )
v"4ble to be lost o

e Tecords ~
i

Tpenses, the wide dis-
ese widely seattered
'uen; objections 1o

gely lnereased 1 “he espenses of the
* now disgt :m:ﬁmm qd h;:
o P

[ lu'ytblux s0 plalnly nocanstitiutional. Sl

of the Board of Aldeérmen, were suioug
those who lutked In £E8 Mayor's shidow,
and followed the speechof with elose atten-
tlon. At the outset of the Hearing, Mayor
Strong announced that he would leay thoss
who were opposed (o the churter biefore lis-
tening to arguments in its favor. He
wiil resume the bedrltg this affernoon,
when ex-Mayor Abram S. Hewltt will be
beard sgalust the charter,
Formidable List Opposed,

John E, Parsons acted as muastor of gere.
monies. He opencd the procecdings by re-
eiting to the Mayor a st of the organiza- |
tlons that had declared themselves agalust |
the charter, It was a formidable Het, and
Mr.
unotion, Then he told the Mayor in what
manuer he had marshalled his oratorieal
forces. As far as possible, he sald, a rep-
resentative of each of the bodies Le had
enumerated would make a speech urging n
specific objection against the charter. He-
fore siiting down Mr. Parsous quoted some

rong remurks made by the Mayoer jn con-
aemnatlon of (ndlvidual features of the
charter.

George L. Rives wns the first spenker
for the Bar Assoclation. He related how
that organization had appointed s commlit-
tee, of which he was u member, to ex-
amine the charter.

“As we proceeded,’” he sald, “every meni-
ber became more deeply Impressed with ity
defects. This lnstrument was one of the
most lmperfect pleces of legal workmanalip
that hnd ever fallen Into our hands. It Is

foll ‘of blunders and full of repetition:
And, slr, bulky as It s, It does not begin
to cover the entire ground.''

“It | seems . ineredible,” exclulmed Mr.
Rives, “that the lawyers who served on
that commission shonld Have recommendod

15 the deliberate oplulon of every member
¢ our commliftee, ¢ach’ one of whom fs|
phired th make the statement over his

0 llpuane, and on lth own nru&almnl

Parsons dweit on the oames with '

e b A TR

LaWyers and
Business Men
Unite.

CALL IT “VICIOUS.”

¢«Are. We Cre-
tans?”’ Asks Mr.

Demmg.
HARD WQRDS FOR MR. PLATT.

W. H. Peckham and

DORMAN B, ATON.

solidatlon. T 44 not vote for Mr. Bryan
at the Inte election, Mr. Mayor but Mr.
Bryan said one thing that fs worth remem-
bering ot this. time, When some of hls
friends at the Chleago Convention urged
him to foree his own pomination at the
| height of ihe boom he Lod ereated he re-
'plléd:  ‘No; the Presidentinl boom that
Lwont last mrer nicht I8 not worth having.'
Such Is the attitude of the citlzeng of New
¥ork toward consolldation.”
Gentle Slap at Broolklyn,

Ex-Judge Heury E. Howlind spoke of
“nur frlends asross the rlver” In a tone of
gentle ralllery. “‘Thelr attitude he said,
“nroves that the adoption of the proposed
charter would be beneficial to them und in-
| jurions to us. Eyvery day we hear of mp-
nlolpal debis helng inenrred jn Long Isiund
which are meant to he eventually saddled
on the oity of New York.

“The commission have tnken every stat-
wte of this olty, dumped it into the char-
ter and declarsd that it would apply unless
Inconslstent with somée other fprovisions
of the indtrument. Only the courts would
evep be able tp detérmine where such in-
consigtencles lay. From personal  eonsid.
erat!unu. evary member of the Bar Asso-
ciation ought to pray for the charter to go

rd

throngh. It would fornish (Hem with busi-
nega for yoeurs to comel™

This anlly proveked the firet lavgh of the
afternoon. It rippled from the audlénce
at the back throvgh (he ranlks of gfave
Jawyers themselyes and thence o the
Mayor, whoge frame shook gently for
geveral speonds.

Wheeler H, Peckhim was more orstorieal
in hls_mr-l.lnm thitn his. predecmsqors. His
.;pq jerful fice lowwered with angar 4 e ug-

tmlﬂ'oﬁmd»ntinz on what he' cal t‘l “tn.e
o pell * Nﬂb?&kmnkﬂ to
Ve GRS e

| mertedd that na nvtemnr l.u:-l bestt made by,

e framers of tlmc T to ey broad, |

%F line, buween - powse T the |
Iyﬂ.&tjﬂnﬂ mimm;,_mr_

L -ho EE IS T o

Others

Lift
Voices in Protest.

Their

SImon Sterne Savs

adminlster thosze lnws.”

Simon Sterne wanted to know the neces-
glty. for the prodigious huste sbout the
¢hnrter. He polnted ont that the consgoll:
datlon of London was under econslderation
for sixteen years before the bill secomplisk-
inig the measure Was pussed.

“ihis ngltation of ours,” be sald, “‘shows
that those who have anythlng at stake look
with alarm on this charter,  Bot that
didn't giva the Legislature pmwe To sult
gome politicnl canse—X den’t know what—it

extravagance In the broadest sense of the

und the division of fespousibifity will bring
absolute chaos,™

Calotel Willam E. Rogers, rep:nmn;lag
the Taolon League Club, peedicted dire pre-
gults to the 1ax payers of the present clty

Martins and Richard Deeves spoke for the

word, dnd that the multiplieation of offlces |

i the charter were adopted. Alfeed E,

|'Renl Fsta
tiomed th-
effect )

1 dried, -
chirt
snhs!

D
"
r

wes put throu ;ﬁ withuu being read and

| Feudied.”

Inclsive, deliberote, foveeful, the apeech
of Horace E. Dénlng made & desper im-
pression than any other. With his keen
oyes fasteled upon the Mayor and his
finger rdised In warnlng, the smooth-faced,
white-halred lawyer tmade an appeal that
wis Intefisely personal in tone.

“] am aware that In various cnplc!tles

yon have passed on the varlous provislons
of thls charter,” he sald. “Some of them
you have publicly condemned, and some
we may assume from your sllence you
have upproved., But your personal np-
proval should not welgh with you at this
time,

A Very Personnl Address.

“You are this city's sole safeguazd in
the ‘matter of legislatlve attack! T ad-
dress yon without complnetion! I eall
ypon you to do your duty by this clty as
you see It mow—mnot as an indisidual, but
as the reprezentative of this town."

Mr. Deming went on to ask the Mnayor
how he would like to turn hiz private
husginess upslde down ngeinst the adviee
of the men whose Judgment be valued
most. After relerring to the provislon for
a four-headed Pollee Commission, e ex-
clalmed:

“I ask you what kind of churter this ls
for 3,000,000 of people to live under? None
can expmine it without indignotion znd
horror!

“Ave we Cretans, to have nny kind of
government thrust upon us simiply by the
coneert of certain powers? Our oblection
is mot to consolidation. Our objection is
to oppression. With all the lsw that will
have to be read Into It thls charter will
be as bulky as the Revised Stntutes of the
Dnlted States. Dnder it there will be no
tux levy In 1808 to pny current expénses. It
15 clumsy, bulky, Inarticulnte, barbarle!

“{¥ve us, the eltlzens of New York, an
opportunity to say how we would be gov-
erned, and let us not be driven like dumb
cuttle Into a slaughter pen!"

John M. Bowers declared that the charter
was so budly constructed that If It were
made iaw no cltizen wonld be able to live
here in comfort and the enjoyment of his
rights for at least ten years.

It was sunounced that ex-Mayor Grace
felt @0 strongly o the subject of the char-
ter that, although econfined to his bed
by grip, he bad written a long letier on
the subject which he degired to be rend to
the Mayor. Alfred E. Martin sccordingly
read it. The letter was In the minin nn
arralgnment of the Greater New York
ey, and not of the charter specifically,
The writer referred to the geographicnl
separation of the districts proposed to be
united ns an argument against consolida-
tion.” In this respect the letter difreved

the speakers had aceeptod the Greater
New York lden as the expressed will of the
people, and conflned’ themselvez to finding
fault with the charter. AMr.
with the outlylng districts seporntely with
n view to showlng that they would not be
desirable actesslon
city. Vislons of

his balliswlek. for this sentence provoked
am outburst of mirth: : ¥ 1
“And it Iz unneeessury to say that that
portlon of Queens Coniity known as Lang
Ixlnng City @5 In every way undesiinble as
1 part of the fiture elty of New York™
u‘l:
the whole term of ;an

| Grace, 51 f
ﬂ"""" of ﬂt«m Nuw ?ork,

‘-m

r

from the spyeches that hod been made, for

Grace denlt |

to the territory of the'
atriek J. Glenson were |
evidently confnréd up ot the mentlon of

would prabably. tate_ on more than | 4
. wrote M, |

Hlfz
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ENGLAND MUST QUIT
KILLING CRETANS.

Senator’  Chandler Would
Avoid an Alliance with
Such a Nation.

JOURNAL'S VIEW INDORSED

Hale, 'Weyler's Champion, Goes
to the Defence of the
Turk’s Ally.

Washington, April 1.-—The ‘genernl treaty
of _nrbhitration was smended yestorday so,
that Mr. Olney and Tord Salisbury wonld
]'uol recognize it: ot not eontent with thap

work, the Senuto teok another. furn this
#lfternoon and punched o few more holes ||
in it

It 18 now orly a shell-mot even a fair
counclation of the prineiple of arbltzation |
over which Mr. ©ney labored so muuustr
nnd -nbont whicli Mr, Clevelnnd spoke so
evloglstieally.

| Cluslrmin Davls presséll for g tlise wht—:n -.

Crete; Until the son
ceaned Me did nox

for the peonle of i
to take finnl notlon

He nlso referred to F
of the Hobra

Mg, cHale replisd t
Grear Britaln: ' Urete
with this guestion any @
notlon In any’ other pa
The question Was one euls
Dnlted Swites and Grent
by whut mizht be seccur

To this Mr. Chomdier
it he canld bot consil
‘the coldbleaded mante
Bountor “frowm  Malne.
sentithont dn the thing,
dlupoalu.nm of ‘this stly)
people wWere: jﬂtlm In
the othior party to Tils
was dping.

Agtiile 8, wobich permits
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